
Statutory Language: 
 
SEC. 114. [20 U.S.C. 1011c] NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
INSTITUTIONAL QUALITY AND INTEGRITY. 
 
(a) Establishment- There is established in the Department a National Advisory 
Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (in this section referred to as the 
`Committee') to assess the process of accreditation and the institutional eligibility and 
certification of institutions of higher education (as defined in section 102) under title IV. 
 
(b) Membership- 
 (1) IN GENERAL- The Committee shall have 18 members, of which-- 
 (A) six members shall be appointed by the Secretary; 
   (B) six members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, three of whom shall be appointed on the recommendation of the 
majority leader of the House of Representatives and three of whom shall be appointed 
on the recommendation of the minority leader of the House of Representatives; and 
 (C) six members shall be appointed by the President pro tempore of the 
Senate, three of whom shall be appointed on the recommendation of the majority 
leader of the Senate, and three of whom shall be appointed on the recommendation of 
the minority leader of the Senate. 
 

 (2) QUALIFICATIONS- Individuals shall be appointed as members of the 
Committee -- 
  (A) on the basis of the individuals' experience, integrity, impartiality, and 

good judgment; 
 (B) from among individuals who are representatives of, or knowledgeable 
concerning, education and training beyond secondary education, representing all 
sectors and types of institutions of higher education (as defined in section 102); and 
 (C) on the basis of the individuals' technical qualifications, professional 
standing, and demonstrated knowledge in the fields of accreditation and 
administration in higher education. 
 

 (3) TERMS OF MEMBERS- Except as provided in paragraph (5), the term of 
office of each member of the Committee shall be for six years, except that any member 
appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the 
member's predecessor was appointed shall be appointed for the remainder of such term. 
 
 (4) VACANCY- A vacancy on the Committee shall be filled in the same manner 
as the original appointment was made not later than 90 days after the vacancy occurs.  If 
a vacancy occurs in a position to be filled by the Secretary, the Secretary shall publish a 
Federal Register notice soliciting nominations for the position not later than 30 days after 
being notified of the vacancy. 
 
 (5) INITIAL TERMS- The terms of office for the initial members of the 
Committee shall be-- 
 (A) three years for members appointed under paragraph (1)(A); 
 (B) four years for members appointed under paragraph (1)(B); and 



 (C) six years for members appointed under paragraph (1)(C). 
 
 (6) CHAIRPERSON- The members of the Committee shall select a chairperson 
from among the members. 
 
(c) Functions- The Committee shall-- 
 (1) advise the Secretary with respect to establishment and enforcement of the 
standards of accrediting agencies or associations under subpart 2 of part H of title IV; 
 (2) advise the Secretary with respect to the recognition of a specific accrediting 
agency or association; 
 (3) advise the Secretary with respect to the preparation and publication of the list 
of nationally recognized accrediting agencies and associations; 
 (4) advise the Secretary with respect to the eligibility and certification process for 
institutions of higher education under title IV, together with recommendations for 
improvements in such process; 
 (5) advise the Secretary with respect to the relationship between-- 

 (A) accreditation of institutions of higher education and the certification and 
eligibility of such institutions; and 

 (B) State licensing responsibilities with respect to such institutions; and 
 (6) carry out such other advisory functions relating to accreditation and 
institutional eligibility as the Secretary may prescribe by regulation. 
 
(d) Meeting Procedures- 
 (1) SCHEDULE- 

  (A) BIANNUAL MEETINGS- The Committee shall meet not less often than 
twice each year, at the call of the Chairperson. 
  (B) PUBLICATION OF DATE- The Committee shall submit the date and 
location of each meeting in advance to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall 
publish such information in the Federal Register not later than 30 days before the 
meeting. 
 

 (2) AGENDA- 
        (A) ESTABLISHMENT- The agenda for a meeting of the Committee shall be 

established by the Chairperson and shall be submitted to the members of the 
Committee upon notification of the meeting. 

        (B) OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT- The agenda shall include, 
at a minimum, opportunity for public comment during the Committee's 
deliberations. 

 
 (3) Secretary's Designee.--The Secretary shall designate an employee of the 
Department to serve as the Secretary’s designee to the Committee, and the Chairperson 
shall invite the Secretary's designee to attend all meetings of the Committee. 
  
 (4) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT- The provisions of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall apply to the Committee, except that 
section 14 of such Act shall not apply. 
 
 (e) Report and Notice- 



 
 (1) NOTICE- The Secretary shall annually publish in the Federal Register-- 
 (A) a list containing, for each member of the Committee-- 
  (i) the member's name; 
  (ii) the date of the expiration of the member's term of office; and 

 (iii) the individual described in subsection (b)(1) who appointed the 
member; and 

 (B) a solicitation of nominations for each expiring term of office on the 
Committee of a member appointed by the Secretary. 
 
 (2) REPORT- Not later than the last day of each fiscal year, the Committee shall 
make an annual report to the Secretary, the authorizing committees, and the public. The 
annual report shall contain-- 
  (A) a detailed summary of the agenda and activities of, and the findings and 

recommendations made by, the Committee during the fiscal year preceding the 
fiscal year in which the report is made; 
 (B) a list of the date and location of each meeting during the fiscal year 
preceding the  fiscal year in which the report is made; 
 (C) a list of the members of the Committee; and 

  (D) a list of the functions of the Committee, including any additional 
functions established by the Secretary through regulation. 

 
(g) Termination- The Committee shall terminate on September 30, 2013 2014. 
 
NOTE:  Subsections (b) and (c) below are not amendments to the Higher Education Act.  
They are provisions of the bill and related to the effective dates of the new NACIQI 
provisions . 
   
    (b)  TRANSITION.__Notwithstanding section 114(b) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1011c(b))(as in effect before, during, and after the date of enactment of 
this act)— 

 (1) the term of each member appointed to the National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity before the date of enactment of this Act shall expire 
on the date of enactment of this Act; and 

  (2) no new members shall be appointed to the National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity during the period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this Act and ending on January 31, 2009; and 

  (3) no meeting of the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and 
Integrity shall be convened during such period. 

 
     (c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by subsection (a) shall take effect on  
January 1, 2009. 
 
 


