
The Committee’s Higher Education Act reforms will Promote Innovation, Access, and Completion by:
• Encouraging on-time completion by providing a Pell Grant bonus to students who take enough credits to put 

them on track to graduate on time.

• Providing low-income students access to new providers of higher education by allowing those providers to join 
with traditional colleges and universities for the entirety of a student’s educational program.

• Repealing the antiquated and rigid definition of distance education to allow for innovative methods of instruction.

• Encouraging competency-based education by creating a clear pathway for such programs to be eligible for federal 
student aid to help students attain a less costly degree based on their own learning schedule rather than time 
spent in a seat.

• Expanding industry-led earn-and-learn programs that lead to high-wage, high-skill, and
high-demand careers. 

• Supporting at-risk and minority students by reforming the TRIO programs to better
evaluate the effectiveness of these programs and allowing all institutions to apply for
funds that encourage evidence-based innovations, including pay for success initiatives,
to promote postsecondary access and completion.

• Encouraging minority-serving institutions and Historically Black Colleges and Universities
to use grant funds for completion-focused initiatives such as pay for success, dual
enrollment, and the development of career-centered programs.

• Repealing unfair requirements that limit low-income students’ access to career-focused institutions and treating
all institutions the same.

The Committee’s Higher Education Act reforms will Simplify and Improve Student Aid by:
• Streamlining the student aid programs into one grant program, one loan program, and one work study program to 

ease confusion for students who are deciding the best options available to responsibly pay for their college 
education.

• Disbursing grant and loan aid to students on a weekly or monthly basis, similar to a paycheck.

• Preventing fraud in the Pell Grant program by making sure students who have received a grant for at least three 
payment periods but have never completed any credit hours or credit hour equivalences do not receive additional 
Pell grants.

• Providing access to a new ONE loan with reasonable loan limits and terms and conditions.

• Reforming the work study program so that dollars go to institutions by undergraduate student need, and 
increasing a focus on workforce development by eliminating the arbitrary cap on students working at
private-sector companies.

• Paring down the maze of repayment options to one standard 10-year repayment plan and one
income-based repayment plan to help borrowers better manage their debt after graduation.

• Making the FAFSA available on a mobile app and requiring both the app and the online form to be
consumer-tested and clear and easy to use. 
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The Committee’s Higher Education Act reforms will Empower Students and Families to Make Informed Decisions by:
• Improving information available to students and families with a consumer-tested College Dashboard website

that would display key information about colleges and universities, including enrollment, completion, cost,
and financial aid.

• Providing aggregated information on the average debt of borrowers at graduation and the average salary of
students who received federal financial aid both five and ten years after graduation for each program at an
institution that participates in a student aid program under Title IV.

• Streamlining transparency efforts at the federal level to reduce confusion for students and requiring federal
agencies to coordinate more effectively, avoid duplication, and deliver reliable information to consumers in a
way that is easy to understand.

• Enhancing financial aid counseling to help all recipients of federal financial aid better understand their options
to responsibly finance their higher education pursuits and the obligations they can expect after graduation.

• Improving early awareness of federal financial aid options for students in high school.

• Preventing the federal government from imposing a one-size-fits-all system that would arbitrarily rate our
nation’s diverse colleges and universities, restrict consumer choice, confuse families, and potentially limit
postsecondary options for low- and middle-income students.

The Committee’s Higher Education Act reforms will Ensure Strong Accountability and a Limited Federal Role by:
• Strengthening the accreditation process to better focus on student achievement, allow for innovation, 

reduce cost and burden, and increase transparency.

• Moving to a program level loan repayment rate that will help target federal student aid to programs 
where graduates have the ability to repay their student loans. 

• Reforming the return to Title IV (R2T4) process to reduce burden and increase institutional risk-sharing tied to 
student completion.

• Reforming the Office of Federal Student Aid and directing the Chief Operating Officer to be more transparent 
about the performance of the federal student loan system.

• Holding the Secretary of Education accountable by explicitly prohibiting her from exceeding her authority, 
defining any terms inconsistent with the law, or adding any requirements on institutions and states that are not 
explicitly authorized in the law.

• Eliminating burdensome federal regulations that put Washington in the middle of issues that are the 
responsibility of institutions or states, limit student choice, and stifle innovative practices by institutions.

• Repealing unnecessary reporting requirements that fail to provide useful information to students, families, and 
policymakers, and exacerbate rising college costs.

• Improving the rulemaking process by outlining specific procedures the Secretary of Education must follow 
when issuing federal regulations under Title IV, including mandating minimal comment periods for stakeholders 
and providing a congressional notice and comment period. DRAFT


